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BETRAYED UPDATE 


Feds freeze 
millions to 
CPS over 
sex abuse 


Scrutiny rises amid 
Tribune findings that 
kids weren't protected 


By DAVID JACKSON, 
JENNIFER SMITH RICHARDS, 
JUAN PEREZ JR. 

AND GARY MARX 

Chicago Tribune 


Federal officials are withhold- 
ing millions of dollars in grant 
money from Chicago Public 
Schools because of its failure to 
protect students from sexual 
violence, a rare step that signals 
intensifying efforts by the US. 
Department of Education to 
investigate complaints in the 
district since the Tribune ex- 
posed pervasive problems this 
summer. 

In a letter delivered Thursday 
to CPS, the department said it 
has suspended the funds from an 
ongoing magnet schools assist- 
ance grant because CPS cannot 
show it is meeting its civil rights 
obligations to address specific 
sexual violence complaints or 
districtwide patterns of harm. 

The department’s Office for 
Civil Rights said in an internal 
memo justifying the funding 
cutoff that it has “identified 
serious and pervasive violations 
under Title IX? the federal law 
that protects students from gen- 
der-based discrimination and 
from abuse and harassment that 
interfere with schooling. That 
memo, which federal officials 
provided to the Tribune, also 
expressed frustration with the 
district’s slow and incomplete 
responses to federal investiga- 
tors who are looking into two 
student complaints filed in re- 
cent years. 

One of those cases dates to 
2016, when a sophomore at 
Clemente Community Academy 
told the school’s dean and police 
that she was assaulted after 
school, just off campus. She 
alleged she had been punched in 
the face, forced into an aban- 
doned building by a group of 13 
boys — eight of whom she 
recognized from school — and 
forced to perform oral sex on 
some of them. 

The year before, in 2015, a 
Prosser Career Academy sopho- 
more alleged that one of her 
teachers got her drunk on san- 
gria and then sexually abused 
her in his car. 

In both cases, whose details 
have not previously been re- 
ported, there have been police 
investigations, CPS inquiries 
and, for the Prosser student, a 
civil settlement that resulted in a 
$780,000 payout from the dis- 
trict. 


Turn to CPS, Page 8 


TOM WILLIAMS/CQ ROLL CALL 


Christine Blasey Ford is sworn in by Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, as the panel begins its daylong hearing Thursday. 


Conflicting testimony 
grips Senate hearing 


Ford, Kavanaugh stand by their stories over sexual assault allegation in ’82 


ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


GABRIELLA DEMCZUK/NEW YORK TIMES 


Christine Blasey Ford and Brett Kavanaugh testify with “100 percent” certainty about the allegation. 
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TRIBUNE EDITORIAL 


Senators, demand 
more answers 


For the benefit of Ford, Ka- 
vanaugh and the confirma- 
tion process, there should be 
more investigative work 
done. Page 14 


Perspective: Is Kavanaugh 
the best that we can do? 
Eric Zorn, Page 15 


Kass: Believable 
words from both 


There was passion and emo- 
tion. How should we decide? 
John Kass, Page 2 


Schmich: Thank you, 
thank you, thank you 


Thank you for your courage, 
Christine Blasey Ford. Mary 
Schmich, Page 3 


Across the city, 


all eyes on hearings 
Chicagoland, Page 4 


Durbin pushes for 


FBI investigation 
Chicagoland, Page 4 


Senate hearings a 
circus of humanity 
Chris Jones, Page 10 


By LISA MASCARO AND ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — In an extraordi- 
nary and highly emotional day of Senate 
testimony, California psychology pro- 
fessor Christine Blasey Ford quietly 
recounted her “100 percent” certainty 
Thursday that Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted 
her when they were teenagers. He 
angrily declared he was “100 percent 
certain” he did no such thing. 

They both said the event and the 
public controversy that has erupted 36 
years later had altered their lives forever 
and for the worse — perhaps the only 
thing they agreed on during a long day of 
testimony that was a study in contrasts 
of tone as well as substance. 

The hearing was a stunning public 
airing of a partisan fight — charged with 
explosive gender politics. The future of 
a high court, and potentially control of 
Congress, hangs in the balance. 

Senators were left to decide whether 
the long day tipped their confirmation 
votes for or against President Donald 
Trump’s nominee. 

Coming forward publicly for the first 
time, Ford quietly told the nation and 
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McDonald's behavior is focus of Van Dyke defense 


Pharmacology expert, 
firearms expert who 
trained cop testify 


By MEGAN CREPEAU, 
CHRISTY GUTOWSKI 
AND STACY ST. CLAIR 
Chicago Tribune 


In a murder trial that has 
questioned Laquan McDonald’s 
actions as much as those of 
Chicago police Officer Jason Van 
Dyke, the defense Thursday re- 
sumed its efforts to show the teen 
had embarked on a “wild ram- 
page” in the hours before the 
patrolman fatally shot him. 

Two witnesses — a neighbor of 
McDonald’s aunt and a pharma- 
cology expert hired by the de- 
fense — offered their take on his 
demeanor the day of the shoot- 
ing, painting starkly different 
portraits of the 17-year-old. 

One described how she and 
McDonald laughed and chatted 
in the early morning hours of the 
day he was killed, while the other 
suggested McDonald was so 
“whacked” on PCP that he dis- 


ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Ex-firearms instructor Nicholas Pappas, who trained Officer Jason 
Van Dyke, described how recruits are trained to respond to threats. 


played “violent rage behavior” 
typically associated with the hal- 
lucinogenic drug. 

McDonald, no doubt, acted 
oddly when he met Yvette Patter- 
son in the alley outside his aunt’s 
home on Oct. 20, 2014. 

Patterson returned from a 
party about 3 a.m. when she saw 


an African-American male — 
later identified as McDonald — 
sitting on the stairs. She had 
never seen him before, though 
she would learn his aunt lived 
next door. 

“He walked over and was like, 
‘Can I see your car?” said 
Patterson, who was subpoenaed 


by the defense to testify. “ ‘I just 
want to use it. IIl bring it right 
back? ” 

Patterson said the question 
seemed bizarre to her, but she 
was not afraid. In fact, she said, 
she and McDonald were 
“laughing and talking” during the 
exchange. 

“I was like, ‘No, you can’t use 
it? ” she said. “I don’t even let my 
son use my car’ ” 

Patterson said McDonald told 
her he lived upstairs, but she was 
skeptical because she’d never 
seen him before. She said she 
called 911 as a precaution — to 
ensure she was able to get inside 
her house safely. 

In his questioning, Van Dyke’s 
lead attorney, Daniel Herbert, 
asked Patterson about her state- 
ment to the FBI in 2015 when she 
said McDonald had approached 
her and said, “Who the f--- do you 
know that lives here?” 

Patterson acknowledged on 
the witness stand that was how 
the teen first addressed her, but 
she reiterated that she wasn’t 


Turn to Van Dyke, Page 7 
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Lester keeps Cubs’ 
winning ways going 


Jon Lester pitched 6 shutout 

innings as the Cubs beat the Pi- 
rates 3-0. The Cubs now havea 
Łgame lead over the Brewers in 
the standings. Chicago Sports 


Hart, Haddish barely 
get passing marks 
for ‘Night School’ 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast High 60 Low39 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 


$2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere 
171st year No. 271 © Chicago Tribune 


ST 


